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FEATURING... 






Thanks for picking up this first issue of Magnitude Fanzine. I spent an ungodly 
amount of time procrastinating the release of this zine so I’m glad it finally came to 
fruition. Sorry for any information that may now be dated due to the long time I 
spent sitting on the interviews. 

Thank you to all the bands who allowed me to feature them in this zine, NC hardcore 
past and present, all my friends, and anyone who has ever supported me in any of my 
musical endeavors. I send my heart out to all of you. Enjoy! 


Thank you to all photographers whose work I used in this issue: 

Step For Change: Alexa Marlene, Sammy Wilson, Wayne Ballard, and Angela 
Owens 

Ecostrike: Taylor Harwood 
Refocus: Brooke Tucker 


Cover logo by Aaron Sanchez 



2016 is over. Finally. 


I can’t remember the last time I saw so much drama and watched so many people get 
“exposed” for various types of deviant or reprehensible behavior. It’s enough to make 
anyone start to lose faith, and I would be lying if I said it didn’t take a toll on me in that 
regard. What makes it even worse is seeing how so many people seem to thrive off of 
perpetuating this kind of drama and stirring up controversy for attention. When I got into 
hardcore, I didn’t do it because I was attracted to some backwards mentality of treating the 
scene like a reality show. I was drawn into hardcore by music with a powerful message that 
changed the way I thought about the world. That type of spirit and energy is what keeps me 
involved and keeps my love for hardcore alive, and it’s also what I see slowly disappearing in 

the struggle for popularity and validation. 

It’s so easy to play the part of someone who cares, or someone who’s socially aware, or just 
someone who knows everything about every band. It’s easy to go onto social media and type 
out some blanket statement about every controversial issue that happens in hardcore to 
make yourself look good. This thirst for drama and construction of facades does nothing but 
create division and cause problems. I don’t care if you get along with everybody. I’m not 
calling for unity. All I want to know is, if you won’t stand behind the words you say, why say 
them at all? There’s a division between those who truly care, and those who pretend to care. 

Which side are you on? 

If you want to make a change, then be the change. If you support something, be proud to 
support it. If you oppose something, show the same amount of pride in your opposition. But 
don’t say things just to say them or to gain the approval of others. 

I believe in hardcore, and I’ll never turn my back on what I believe in. But there’s a switch 

that needs to be flipped. 

Are you content with complacency, or do you want something more - something that 
ignites your soul with a sensation that can’t be replicated? 

I know what I want, and I’ll always work to see my dreams become a reality. What 

about you? 




MOUTHPIECE 

as seen on the booklet 
of the "Words to Live 
By..." compilation 7". 


By Aaron Sanchez 

In this modern age, it’s easy to get caught up in the 
social aspects of hardcore and become preoccupied 
with tales of gossip and mayhem. It’s important to not 
lose sight of hardcore being a counter culture, and not 
get disillusioned by fleeting stories that get hardcore 
mixed into popular culture, which it was never 
supposed to be. 

A lot of people neglect themselves from the pleasures of 
losing their inhibitions, and come to shows to stand 
around uncomfortably, acting like they have something 
to hide. They remain quiet, and ridicule those that may 
get crazy at shows, that dance hard and jump around. 

Look beyond the phone screen, the gossip and social 
mayhem. 

Look beyond the stigma of being yourself, of acting the 
way that you want to. 

Look beyond the confines of these printed words, of 
conversation, and take action. 

You feel it in your hands, and your feet, and you feel the 
urge to yell those words that you believe in. 

What we hold is special, and can only be seen and 
heard in fervent, passionate words in songs played at a 
1000 miles an hour, by people with sweating, bleeding 
hands, some with X’s on them, some with fury in their 
eyes. 

Are we doomed to experience hardcore as a packaged 
product that we pay $20 tickets for? As mourning for 
the “old days” as old hardcore band members do? 

It’s 2017, not 1988 or 1995.1 believe we won’t see this 
fate, but it’s up to if you and I can believe that we can 
hold true to what we really want, to what is real and 
physical, what lies in the phenomenal realm of passion 
and energy. 






COMING SOON 



MDR-33 














STEP FOR CHANGE first appeared on my radar after they released 2015’s United 
Step. It seems to me that they’re really making some waves this year with 
appearances at this past summer’s Rain Fest and an upcoming promo tape on 
Mosher’s Delight. I caught up with vocalist Ish to talk about the band. 

Photos by (in order of appearance]: Alexa Marlene, Sammy 
Wilson, Wayne Ballard, and Angela Owens 


MAGNITUDE FANZINE: Tell me about Rain Fest. I watched the video and that was like the 
craziest thing I've ever seen, that set was sick. So how was your Rain Fest experience? 

ISH: Rain Fest was super cool; I think it was a shock to everyone. We kind of went in just with no 
expectations. I personally had kind of low expectations to be completely honest - I didn't think 
we were a band that would set it off or anything. I thought we'd just have some friends and 
they'd help us get on the set, and we'd just play and it would be okay. But it was the exact 
opposite of that; it was the craziest thing I've ever seen. It was honestly like mind-blowing, 
before we even started playing people were already going off and I couldn't believe it. I wasn't 
even living in the moment honestly, when I saw it happening I didn't comprehend it until I saw 
the video weeks later. 

MF: I want to talk about the shirt that you guys did - the Positive Peer Pressure “Racism? No!" 
shirt. The fact that you guys did that shirt really speaks volumes for your actual stance behind 
that kind of thing. Do you think that it's important for bands to be vocal about issues like that? 
Carrying a message beyond things that are only pertaining to hardcore? 


I: I think it's important to tie in hardcore to real life because yes, a lot of hardcore is like an 
escape from the real world, but it's only temporary. It's getting to the point where the real world 
is slowly becoming hardcore. I feel like - this might offend people - that hardcore isn't weird 
anymore, everything is so basic. Everyone wants to play like everything's fine, but everything's 
not fine. I think that if you have a voice and you're not using it then you're contributing to the 
problem. To answer your question, yeah I think it's important. I feel like everyone has an issue 
that hits home for them, and everyone should be able to talk about that issue. For us, it's being 
people of color. We have one white male in our band, and he's all for it. He's on the same page as 
us - even though he might not experience what we experience first hand, he's there with us. 


We were on tour last year in Minnesota, and we literally got kicked out of a Whole Foods for 
suspicion of stealing. It just happened to be that we were the only black dudes in the store, and it 
seemed like the town. We walked around the town and there was nothing but white folks. It's 
fucked up - straight up, we woke up to someone smoking weed in the house we were staying at 
and we're a straight edge band so obviously we're not about it. So we dipped and went to the 
Whole Foods. We all bum rushed into the bathroom and brushed our teeth, and washed our 
faces, and were getting ready for the day. We get out and were greeted by some cops, I don't 
know, it was very obvious because we were on tour with another band and they're all white 
males and none of them got questioned or anything. 


We got kicked out of the store and they told us we were banned. They literally escorted us out 
and the managers were just staring at us. It's fucked up, you know? Obviously as a band we're 
going to do something about it as long as we can and the fact that we got shit for the shirt is just 
insane and it makes me question how bad things are really getting. 






MF: Yeah. There are a lot of people who 
like to talk and don't back it up 
themselves, but when other people back 
it up, those people don't support it. 


I: Regardless of the opinions about 
the shirt, the craziest thing I saw 
was people questioning our 
motives for the shirt like, "oh, we 
get it, you're trying to be political 
or whatever". We don't have 
anything to prove. I saw a rally 
going on and a girl was holding up 
a sign that said, "black youth are 
not thugs", and it hit home for me. 
That's where the idea came from. 
No one was like, "hey, I know how 
we can make money, let's do the 
shirt". 


MF: That's just crazy. 



j 


I: It's weird that people of color were questioning us and trying to play it like, "oh yeah, they're 
just trying to sell shirts, they're just trying to get big..." We just had an idea and we went for it. I 
do understand people being taken by surprise to an extent, and as much as I try to accommodate 
them being a little shocked at first, I feel like at the end of the day there's nothing untrue about 
the words on the shirt. There's nothing offensive. People are just so amazed and offended that 
those words are so bold on a shirt. I think people just can't handle it. 


MF: I know you had mentioned to me a while ago that you guys had a 7" coming out. Can you 
either elaborate on that some more or tell me what you guys have going on for the future? 

ISH: We have a plan to do a 7" and that's going to be with our friend Tyler and Total Core 
Records. We hope to have it at least written by the end of this year and we're going to do a 
promo for that 7" on Mosher's Delight and that's going to feature two or three songs. That's 
almost done. 


MF: Do you know when the tape is going to be out? 

ISH: I'm sure not sure; hopefully we get it recorded by the end of this month or the beginning of 
next month. Then we'll take it from there and see what everyone else wants to do. 



MF: Uniform Choice or Unity? 

ISH: Unity. 

MF: Why? 

ISH: Uniform Choice is great, but I feel like Unity has a lot more emotional weight to it and that's 
what appeals to me. Like straight edge is cool, hardcore is cool, but emotions are cooler, I think. 
And Unity has that. 


MF: I agree. Next one: Wide Awake or Up Front? 

ISH: Wide Awake. I feel like Wide Awake is a lot more put together, and not as random 
and spastic as Up Front. Up Front is really long and it's hard to keep your attention 
span wired to it. 

MF: I feel like especially with the Up Front LP it all kind of sounds like one long song. 
ISH: It's just a never-ending hardcore record. (Laughs) 

MF: It's definitely good but Wide Awake would be my pick as well. 

ISH: It's a lot easier to stay focused. Even if you don't know something, I feel like there 
are some times when it's dragged on and you're like, “alright, this is for another day, I'll 
push it to the side and listen later". And then there are some things that you listen to 
this for the first time and you're like, “wow, I want to keep listening to this" and that 
was definitely Wide Awake for me. 


MF: Youth of Today or Minor Threat? 

ISH: Youth of Today. DC hardcore is great but Youth of Today is it for sure. 

MF: Yeah, I guess you could say Minor Threat "created" straight edge or whatever, but YOT 
brought it throughout the whole country and the world too. They started the movement and 
spread it. 

ISH: Exactly. 


MF: Last one: big X's or small X's? 

ISH: Oh man. I don't know, that's a hard one. I feel like both look great sometimes but I think big 
X's definitely take the cake. 


MF: What's the best and worst part of living in California? 

ISH: I guess the worst part is that a lot of my favorite bands don't reside in California, so I don't 
get to see them as much as I wish I could. Fury is definitely a gift and I get to see them fairly 
often, so that's amazing. But there are a bunch of other bands I would love to see all the time that 
I don't get to. And it's so hard for bands to decide they're going to tour all the way to California 
especially if they're used to just doing stuff in their area. I think the best part is that where I live 
in California is very mellow. It's a low-key scene, it's not huge and it's not obsolete, it's a good 
size. I live right in between southern California and northern California. That's probably the best 
part, being able to choose where I want to go to a show and drive the same distance either way. 
There's always something in LA, there's always something in San Francisco, the Bay Area, and 
it's just right there. 



MF: Favorite song to cover as a 
band? 

ISH: Last Straw - Wide Awake, 
for sure. It's always the icing 
on the cake. 


MF: Do you have any things 
you want to shout out or final 
words before we finish it up? 

ISH: I went to the Fury record 
release in Santa Ana and that 
was a life changing moment. I 
just want to say that if you 
weren't there, I hope 
somebody filmed it because it 
was hardcore history. The 
whole show was insane. I had 
had some ill feelings towards 
hardcore, and that night 
changed my life. 

MF: That's awesome. 

ISH: Fury is the best current 
band in hardcore right now 
and Paramount is the best 
record of the year by far. 



MF: Paramount is album of the year hands down. I can't think of anything that even comes 
close... 

ISH: It's sick, I'm trying to think what else...the Pure Disgust LP was great. That's a great band. I 
think Rob has some great ideals and it's very cool to hear. 

MF: Favorite song off of Paramount? 

ISH: “Death Yellows Life and Reason". It's hard to choose a favorite, there's not a song on the 
record that I would skip. 

MF: Alright man, thanks. I really appreciate it. 


ISH: Thanks, that was fun. 













REFOCUS are a bunch of NC youngbloods playing straight edge hardcore reminiscent of The 
Things We Carry-era. Have Heart. This interview was conducted with their singer Tyler and is 
full of all sorts of cool shit. 


MAGNITUDE 

FANZINE- How's it MF: Sweet. So first thing I want to ask is, what are the origins of Refocus and what is the 

progression you guys have gone through since the demo? 

T: Okay, so Refocus actually started not with me. It started with - I believe Zach and Garrett 
(both guitar) were the first ones to start it because they wanted to start a hardcore band. Then I 
believe Paul (original guitarist) and his younger brother Jay - he was supposed to be the vocalist 
actually. 

MF: Oh I didn't even know that. 

T: Yeah. And then Harry joined in on bass and that was the initial kind of lineup that they 
practiced with. Jay ended up leaving because he wanted to focus on basketball, so after that, I got 
asked to join and I wrote lyrics in like two days or something like that for the songs we had. 

Then we recorded, practiced, and released the demo. We did a couple shows - I think we only 
did two shows with Harry before he left. Then we got Logan to play bass with us and he's been 
with us ever since. We played a couple shows with him then we started writing new songs 
around early this year. Then eventually Paul quit because he wanted to focus on all his other 
projects. So then we decided to have Garrett move to guitar and have Justin on drums since we 
had been playing with him in Low Roll for some time (the two bands share members). That's 
pretty much where we are today, we released the EP and have been playing some shows off of 
that. 

MF: With the EP, was there any sort of different writing process as opposed to the demo? Did 
you notice a significant difference in how things were planned out or written? 

much wrote 

all of the riffs like he usually 
does. I think it was mainly 
Zach and Garrett who were 
the ones writing most of the 
music. The biggest difference 
was actually the lyrics 
because instead of like the 
demo, where I pretty much 
wrote anything, it was 
collaboration between Zach 
and me doing the lyrics. I 
think that brought a different 
dynamic to it and they came 
out a little better than they 
did on the demo. 



going man? 
TYLER: Going 
good, man. 


T: Zach pretty 


MF: Do you feel like there was a different lyrical style on the EP as opposed to the demo? Or have 
you generally written about the same kind of stuff? 

T: I would say there was a difference because I think I was a little more experienced when it 
came to the EP. The demo was pretty much my first time ever writing lyrics, like, complete 
songs, so there was definitely a little bit of inexperience with that as opposed to the EP where 
not only was I writing, but Zach was writing. He had written for a bunch of Low Roll songs so he 
had experience from that and other projects he'd written for, so I think overall there was a big 
progression with the lyrical style and how we wrote them. 


MF: So kind of going off of that, I know that the EP has more of a developed sound than the 
demo. Would you say that you guys found more of your niche as far as the overall musical style 
goes? 

T: Oh yeah for sure. I think we definitely figured out what style we wanted to go for. The thing 
was...nothing wrong with youth crew, but I feel like we didn't want to be another youth crew 
band to come out and get hype off of a demo. We wanted to move into more of that like, 
Champion and Have Heart sound, that 2000s sound that we all generally love. 


MF: I feel like there's not many bands currently that do something like that, it's either “we 
straight up love Youth of Today" or "we love Disembodied". It's this weird dynamic where it's 
either one extreme or the other. 

T: I think for us, we don't want to be just a straight up youth crew band but we don't want to be 
straight up heavy band. There's this balance between us. Zach loves like, 2000's shit but also 90' 
and 80's shit as well. And then you have Garrett and Justin, who are obviously newer into HC, 
and they enjoy more of the heavier shit, but they enjoy some lighter stuff too. Logan is kind of 
like a big mixture. He and I are probably the biggest mix of the two. 


MF: So for people that don't know, give us a little bit of a run down of Greer Fest and tell us 
how your set went. 

T: Greer Fest was this festival that was started this year. A bunch of people in NC started it 
for this girl named Greer, who unfortunately died of cancer, to raise money for her family 
and help pay her bills. It was a really good turnout and reception, as far as money goes and 
for people coming out. We were able to raise a bunch of money for her family, which was 
great. We're going to try and make it a yearly thing for NC so we have our own fest. As far as 
our set went, I think it could have been better. My opinion on the demo material is that it's 
okay, but it's nowhere near our best stuff. But we also did a cover of Mental - "History 101", 
and by that time we had done it like three times and it was kind of getting a bit dragged out. 
But overall, the set was fine. I enjoyed the whole show. Low Roll had a crazy turn out. 


MF: I would say for the locals, they had the craziest set. Kids were really going crazy. 
T: Yeah, it was nuts. I didn't expect it to go that well. 


MF: Going off of that, how would you describe the state of the entire NC scene right now? 

T: I'd say it's pretty good, man. There have been some really good releases coming out this year. 
The new Funeral Chic release is great, the new Dwell is great, the new Joy is amazing. Who 
else...oh, that new Rapid Change promo was sick as hell. Loved it. 

MF: I would say the scene is probably the best it's been since I started going to shows a few 
years ago. 

T: Oh yeah, definitely. 


MF: What do you guys have planned for the future? 

T: There's not a whole lot planned right now. We're all pretty busy with work and school. Two of 
our members just started college this semester. We want to try and do out of state shows, that's 
kind of our goal right now. But we haven't booked anything for that yet, we're trying to do that 
by the end of this year or early next year. As far as material, we'll probably ride out the EP for a 
while; maybe do a promo or something. Nothing's really planned as far as new music goes. 


MF: What are your top records from the 
80's/90's/2000's? You can do the 2010's so far if you 
want to. 

T: For 80's, I would have to say Judge... I love that record 
so much. 

MF: 7" or LP? 

T: LP. Bringin' It Down. 



T: For 90's...rm probably going to have to go with Integrity - Those Who Fear Tomorrow. 

MF: You're on a roll. Let's see what you got for the 2000's. 

T: That's going to be the hardest, there are so many records I love from the 2000's. That's one of 
my favorite eras of hardcore. If I had to choose, probably a tie between The Things We Carry by 
Have Heart and Champion - Promises Kept 2010's, if I had to pick a record, I would probably go 
with Discourse - Sanity Decays. That was a huge record for me, as I was starting to get into the 
scene when it came out. It was really big for me with all the straight edge stuff in it, I thought it 
was so badass. 



MF: What are some current HC bands that you think should get more attention? 

T: Corrective Measure definitely deserves more attention for sure. Deflect. Hmm... I guess I'll 
put Hit List in there. I don't know if they like, "don't" get recognition, but I think they deserve 
a little bit bigger than they are, for sure. Lost Souls. I love Lost Souls, amazing band. I'm 
trying to think of one more... Klout. Definitely Klout. 

MF: So, last question. Anything we didn't discuss that you would like to mention or any shout 
outs? 

T: Thanks to everyone who's ever came out to one of our shows, whether they knew about 
us beforehand or not. Thanks for supporting the EP, if you've listened to it or downloaded it 
or whatever, or bought a tape from us. Shout out to North Carolina hardcore. 

MF: Thanks a lot man. 

T: No problem. 
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Hailing from South Florida, a land that has never heard of 
such thing as a bad band, ECOSTRIKE is a pummeling 
modern tribute to the classic 90’s “chug core” style of 
HC. Bearing striking resemblance to bands like Strife and 
early Earth Crisis, Ecostrike is in the process of releasing 
a 7” entitled Time Is Now. The following interview was 
conducted with singer Lennon Livesay (also of Plead Your 
Case Records/Fanzine and countless other badass bands) 
via Facebook messenger on November 6, 2016. 






MAGNITUDE FANZINE: All right, so what's up my man? 

LENNON LIVESAY: Not much dude. Just finished up tracking for the Drawing Last Breath LP. 
Heading home from Tampa now. Got a 4 hour drive but I'm hyper so it'll be cool! 


MF: Badass! How are you feeling about the record? 

LL: I feel great. People are definitely going to talk a lot of shit on it but I'm happy with it so that's 
all I really care about. 

MF: That's what's up. People can talk all the shit they want, I've always said as long as you like 
what you like and are happy with what you create then no one else's opinion matters. In my 
experience they're mostly stupid opinions anyway. 

LL: Absolutely! 



MF: I'm very excited to hear how it turns out. Would you say the influences on the 7"are 
essentially the same as those on the demo or have they changed at all? 

LL: They're generally the same, early Earth Crisis, Strife, Spawn, etc. 


MF: Dude, side note: I just saw that Twitter 
video [of you tracking guitar for the DLB 
record] and that solo sounds so sick. 

LL: Haha thanks man! The record is definitely 
a lot more emphatic on cool riffs and solos and 
shit than on mosh parts, which is why I think a 
lot of kids are going to hate on it. Which is 
dumb. Listen to the Undying LP's or the State 
Craft LP. Those bands didn't have breakdowns 
in every song! 


MF: In my opinion I would way rather have creative riffs and 
solos and shit than breakdowns. Mosh parts can only be so 
cool. Speaking of records, what's good with the Ecostrike 7"? 
LL: We record it next weekend! I'm beyond excited dude. 4 
new tracks and a re-recorded demo song. I think these songs 
perfectly capture the vibe and influences we're going for. 


MF: Good stuff. I was just 
watching a ton of old Strife 
videos earlier. That band is just 
the shit. What is your favorite 
video of each of those bands? 

LL: I don't think I've ever 
actually spent any time looking 
up Spawn vids so I don't have an 
answer for them. My favorite 
Strife video is the one of them 
playing in Hollywood where the 
people are all diving off the giant 
speaker tower. My favorite Earth 
Crisis video is the Firestorm 
record release with the ass first 
guitar in the air stage dives. 
Speaking of, I've been noticing a 
lot of Earth Crisis hate 
lately...what gives with that shit? 


MF: Earth Crisis hate...who knows man. I will be 100% honest and say that I personally do not 
fuck with that band's discography as hard as a lot of people do but they definitely had some 
extremely good releases and had a powerful message to spread. And also as an added comment, 
in my opinion, anyone who outspokenly hates on a band is just whack. 

LL: There are definitely a couple Earth Crisis records I could do without, but kids just going out 
of their way to tweet “Earth Crisis sucks" is so fucking lame. Maybe you don't like EXC but they 
are objectively a good and important band. Also, 30 years as a band and still all straight edge and 
vegan. So fucking sick. 


MF: Yeah exactly. That's precisely how I would sum it up. Anyone who can't respect objectively 
good and influential bands doesn't get it. 

LL: For real. Also saw someone describe them as “bullshit metal". Listen to the All Out War 7". 
That's fucking hardcore music. 


MF: I can think of plenty of “hardcore" bands who could pass for “bullshit metal" a lot better 
than EC can. 

LL: For real. 

MF: The whole “_" sucks kind of attitude is so corny. Just let people like what they like. 

LL: Yeah absolutely man. 


MF: Dude, both of those videos are insane. I have so many favorite Strife 
videos but my favorite recently is that one from '91 of them playing in the 
high school. The EC firestorm release is probably my favorite video of them 
too. 

LL: The high school gym Strife video is so dope. Rick Rodney with hair! 



MF: Alright, we're going to shift gears and do some classic opinion questions. #1: New Age or 
Victory? 

LL: Victory without a doubt. 

MF: Top 5 Victory releases? 

LL: Shit, this is hard. Probably going to want to change this right away, but off the top of my 
head: 

Strife - One Truth/In This Defiance 
Buried Alive - The Death of Your Perfect World 
Hatebreed - Satisfaction is the Death of Desire 
Earth Crisis - Firestorm 
OLC - Crime Ridden Society 


MF: Great list. Dude... Only the Strong 1990 is 
legendary shit. Side Victory or side Hardcore? 
LL: Side Hardcore but my favorite song on the 
comp is the Insight track. 


MF: That's exactly my opinion. Silent Shore! Honorable mention: the Meanstreak 
track. 

LL: Side Hardcore has one of the only Integrity songs I like, plus the Meanstreak 
track! Meanstreak is definitely my second favorite. 

MF: I once saw a page in some zine that 
referred to it as “the original HC one hit 
wonder". 

LL: Yeah absolutely true. 

I 



Honorable mention: the first Only the Strong comp. 


EM3B 
EMI 





MF: Definitely just a great song. It's a perfect segue from Confront into OLC. 

LL: Yeah absolutely! I would kill for there to have been a whole Meanstreak 7"... 


MF: I've heard rumors of the existence of some unreleased Confront songs from I believe the 
early '90s. I can only imagine they would be in the Meanstreak vein. 

LL: I would love to hear that! 


MF: Me too, hopefully they surface someday. Changing gears back to Ecostrike, you're going to 
be singing on the 7" and from here on out. How has that been going so far? 

LL: It's been cool! We did a practice demo to see how my vocals would sound and I surprised 
myself at how different I was able to sound from when I sang in Blistered. We played one show 
and it was so fun! 







MF: That's sick dude. I'm very excited to hear that 7". Are they any tours in the works for you 
guys? 

LL: We're planning some things but nothing is set in stone yet. Want to get out to the West Coast 
in 2017. Might be doing a run with a dope UK band. Like I said though, nothing is concrete yet, 
just in the planning stages. 

MF: So as the year is starting to reach its end, what are your top records and/or demos of 2016? 
What upcoming releases are you looking forward to? 

LL: My favorite record of 2016 was the Year of the Knife 12". Incredible and original metallic 
hardcore in a sea of dog shit watered down attempts at that same style. I loved Fury - 
Paramount, and I really didn't like them before that LP so for me to love it as much as I do really 
says something. That record made a believer, straight up. The True Love and Dwell LPs also 
rock. 

Best 7" of the year for me was the Repentance 7". A perfect send off for one of the best hardcore 
bands of the last decade. 


Favorite demos: Riot Stares, Cast You Down, Search for Purpose, Slow Fire Pistol, Klout, Firm 
Standing Law, and Into the Fire. Great stuff and I can't wait to hear more from all those bands! 



MF: Great lists. I think I'm actually out of things I wanted to ask, so in typical interview fashion 
any last thoughts or shout outs? 

LL: Shout out to you for being a great friend, being in awesome bands, and having a great 
attitude about hardcore. Carry the Weight Records forever. South Florida! BIND and INVOKE! 















RECORD REVIEWS 


ABUSE OF POWER - DEMO and SECURE/LANDSLIDE 

Straight up, this band is the shit. They sound like 
Outspoken, Undertow, and early New Age bands. The 
demo blew my mind, and then they put out another two 
songs in July, which are also awesome. If any of you know 
me at all you know I put an insane value on lyrical 
content - these lyrics coupled with the vocal delivery 
send this band right up my alley. They have a 7” coming 
next year and I can’t wait to hear it. 


FURY - PARAMOUNT (TRIPLE B 
RECORDS’) 

This record is my album of the year for 2016. 
I’ve loved this band since I heard their demo 
but this is by far their best work. If you’ve 
never listened to them before, this is an 
excellent release to get started with. A 
couple of re-recorded demo and comp songs 
but the majority of tracks are new releases. 
There are plenty of great mosh parts and 
really exceptional lyrics that read like poetry 
on paper. Amazing stuff. 


CORRECTIVE MEASURE - S/T (ATOMIC 
ACTION RECORDS! 

Another band that I absolutely love. I heard 
of this band through their promo tape for 
this record and was hooked right away. Very 
fast songs comparable to Agnostic Front or 
SSD. They’re from Maine and also straight 
edge, which is a refreshing combination that 
I was previously unaware of. The vocals are 
nuts and a standout to me for sure. 
Extremely cool stuff! 


ODD MAN OUT - CAPITAL CITY HARDCORE 
(UXO/POP WIG RECORDS) 

I had heard this band’s name around for a while 
but only recently checked out this record...man 
did I sleep on these guys. This record is really 
hard. The first thing I thought of was No 
Tolerance, and while there are definite 
similarities (especially the vocals), I would say 
this band is definitely heavier. 3 out of 5 songs 
on this record are straight edge songs so you 
know I get down with that. I would also draw 
similarities to Confront especially as far as the 
lyrics go. From what I’ve heard, these guys have 
a lot of buzz around them and it’s definitely well 
deserved. 

GLORY - THE 12” (TRIPLE B RECORDS) 

First off, I like this band live a lot more than their 
recordings. The promo tape for this record was kind 
of underwhelming for me compared to the demo 
(which was one of my favorites of the first half of the 
year!) but I can see why people enjoy this LP in its 
entirety. Everything about this record is pretty 
standard fare for the style the band plays 
(straightforward late-80’s hardcore a la Youth of 
Today), but there are enough subtle nuances to keep 
it refreshing all the way through. Any hardcore band 
that can put out an LP that doesn’t bore me after the 
first half gets respect in my book, plus I really just dig 
the overall aesthetic of this band and their LP is 
literally called, “The 12””. Respect. 


Note: I don’t review any records that I straight 
up don’t like because I think that’s extremely 
counterproductive. I get that the “point” of a 
review is to share your opinion, but I would 
rather use this type of section to promote bands 
that I like and feel deserve recognition, rather 
than a vehicle for trashing bands/records that 
don’t fit my tastes! 




When this band came out, I remember there was 
a ton of hype surrounding their demo. To be 
honest, I didn’t get it. With this 7”, I do. If I had 
to sum up this record in one word, I would just 
say "hard”. This record is very thrashy and 
heavy, more so than the demo. Everything has 
been significantly sped up, and the vocals and 
lyrics are much better. The song structure is 
much more unique and a bit more out of the 
box, which I like a lot. I would just say that this 
is an overall massive improvement from the 
demo. One of the coolest things about this 
record is the artwork. The Fury LP had a similar 
kind of vibe with the “tormented face” cover art 
and I definitely fuck with that whole style. 

There are a lot of absolutely horrible “heavy” 
bands trying to do this style and failing 
miserably, and this isn’t usually my style of HC, 
but Bind has sealed the deal for me. This 7” 
rocks - as of the publication of this zine, it will 
probably still be up for preorder via the PYC 
webstore, so buy this record and support this 
band! 


PROFILE - I WATCH YOU DISAPPEAR 
(REACT! RECORDS) 

I first heard of this record when the song “Dark 
Spark” got released on the React Bandcamp site 
back in the summer. I honestly had no idea what 
I was listening to because of how out there the 
intro to that song is, but I liked it. Then when 
the fast part kicked in I was really hooked. 
Naturally when the record dropped I had to give 
it a listen, and I was pleasantly surprised at how 
the rest of the tracks sounded. I feel like this 
record really flew under the radar, which is 
unfortunate because I think it’s fucking 
awesome. Heavy Insted vibe on this record, 
check it out! 


PRAISE - LEAVE IT ALL BEHIND (REACT! RECORDS’) 

I really loved the last Praise LP, so I was very excited for 
this record. At first listen, it didn’t stick with me as much 
as Lights Went Out. It did grow on me, however. The lyrics 
are great and it’s a lot more melodic than their previous 
releases. I think what threw me off was the change in 
vocals. They’re a bit higher pitched and sung than the 
ones on the last record. The guitar work on this record is 
awesome. If you’re unfamiliar with Praise and/or you like 
Revolution Summer-era DC stuff, check this out. Bonus 
points for the Egg Hunt cover! 


ECOSTRIKE - DEMO 

This is another one of my favorite current bands. I 
was told this band was FFO: Earth Crisis demo, Strife, 
and Strain, and I would 100% agree with that 
description. This demo is full of 90’s VSXE goodness 
but without being too over the top. I’ve heard some of 
their upcoming 7” and it is absolutely nuts so be on 
the lookout for that next year. South Florida is on top 
right now. 



Matt BOLD 
says... 
Listen to 





Have a record you think I should check out? Have your own opinion about a record I 
discussed? Send any submissions or comments to mattxkalhaugh@gmail.com! 
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MAGNITUDE FANZINE PRESENTS... 
UNDERAPPRECIATED GEMS OF HARDCORE #1: 
PROCLAMATION - STRAIGHT EDGE HARDCORE 7” (1997) 


In 1997, a then-little known label called Bridge Nine Records put out its third release, the Proclamation Straight 
Edge Hardcore 7”. Yes, the name of this record is literally, “Straight Edge Hardcore”. When I first heard of this 
band I couldn’t believe someone would put such a shockingly low amount of effort into naming their record. The 
cover features their guitarist wearing a BOLD shirt and bass player finger pointing triumphantly. Surprised? I’m 
not! This record is weird because it falls right around the time of the youth crew “revival” and sort of fits into that 
style, but is significantly harder and more aggressive. Despite the unbelievable level of corniness on this record, it 
is a major guilty pleasure for me and I listen to it more than I probably should. 


Every song on this record seems like it took 
about IS minutes to write, and the lyrics 
sound like a militant version of Up Front. 
However, I can wholeheartedly get down to 
some Up Front, so who am I to judge? The 
first song, also called “Straight Edge 
Hardcore”, starts with a sample that just 
says, “you should not drink”. Subtle. The 
lyrics are very run of the mill for this time 
period: “I’ll tell you what straight edge 
means / because you seem to have forgot / 
it means that you stay clean /1 won’t sit 
and let it rot”. This song and “You Gave 
In” (the mosh part on the latter is nuts) are 
probably the most listenable on the record 
for me even with my unnaturally high 
tolerance level for over-the-top corny shit. 
The other songs are pretty weak. However, 
I’m still calling this an “underappreciated 
gem of hardcore” simply because I feel like 
absolutely no one knows about this 
band/record and want to spread the word. 
Whether that message helps someone find 
and enjoy this record, or just have a goofy 
record to listen to occasionally and rip on 
is up to the reader. 


I plan on doing this column in 
every issue of this zine, and I 
actually did a guest column for 
NATURAL CHAOS #2 about the 
first Carry On 7”. Check that 
zine out! 



STRAIGHT EDGE HARDCORE 


Some highlights of this record: 

1) The “yeah!” in the intro of “In The Family”, along with the classic 
line, “am I a fool because I preach unity? ... I’m not sorry if it offends 
you!” 

2) If you look at “Glorify the Lines” on the lyric sheet, you’ll see that the 
line “look at half the bands on MTV” has MTV spelled like “eMpTyV”, 
which I think is fucking hilarious despite agreeing with the overall 
sentiment of the song. “Teen drug abuse is on the rise, to me it really 
is no big surprise!” 

3) The overall theme of “You Should Pay”. I’ve never ever heard a HC 
song that uses this kind of narrative of a teen partier dying, and I 
actually think it’s very unique despite the overall corniness of this 
record. 

4) I once read in an interview that the Proclamation guys either called 
themselves or were referred to by others as “the Confront of Boston” 
which I would say is a pretty honorable title. 

5) “On the Rise” - “we’re a rising force (RISING FORCE) ready to defend 
/weapon of choice: (STRAIGHT EDGE) the straight edge!” 

6) The Unforgiven sample at the end of the record where Clint Eastwood 
rants about shooting someone and burning his house down. 


PLERP YOUR CRSE 


RECOROS 


BIND and INVOKE 7”s available NOW for pre-order at 
pleadyourcasezine.bigcartel.com! 



X MURALcium 



HARDCORE 

featuring interviews with fanzine Feelings, anecdotes. 


and thoughts 


Jimmy Undying 
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"You can change the face, but you can't touch what's in my heart. You can change 
the sound, but you can't tear this apart..." 

- MOUTHPIECE, "FACE TOMORROW" 



